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NEW SOUTH WALES. 
BUSINESS STATISIICS - 2th September, 1941. 


Employment increased again in Aupust, especially in 
factories. War production is striding forward. Factory 
sales and consumption of power have made new records, am 
higher incomes are reflected in very heavy small savings. 
The buying wave of May-June appears to have subsided. 
House, flat and factory building are active but other kinds 
of building have decreased. The rural outlook is still 
very uncertain, 
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BUSINESS STATISTICS - 2,.th September, 19,1. 
PART I PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


SEASON: ‘The need of rain in N.S.W. is general and urgent. Light showers fell 
throughout the wheat belt early this week but absence of subsoil moisture renders 
most crops incapable of withstanding a dry spell, Prospects for summer lambing 
are also dependent upon carly copious rainfall. Stock are being hand fed in some 


districts, 
EXPORT PRICES AND The inlex mumber of Australian export prices (Commonwealth 
EXTERNAL TRADE Bank) for August, 1944 was 83 compared with 82 in August, 19,0 
CONDITIONS. and 66 in Aupust, 1939. Apart from the uncertainty regarding 


ability to ship produce available for export, the production 
prospects in major exporting industries in Australia as a whole are fairly 
favourable though doubtful in N.S.W. The decision of producers of eggs outside 
the districts (Metropolitan and Newcastle) within the jurisdiction of the Egg 
Marketing Board to come under its control may lead to expansion of egg production 
in inland centres. Problems of Australian export industries are expected. to 
have the attention of Sir Earle Page while in London. 


Retail prices in the U.K. have been very steady. Index numbers (July, 1914 = 100) 
were: = 


Deptiey. 1959 = 455 Sept., 190 : 187 Apa, “TORI E15 Aug.,1941 3 199, 


The stock mrket rise in London was checked last week, The New York market 
remained firn. The U.S.A. Congress has been asked to appropriate a further 
35,985 m. (£4.1,870 m.) for Lend-Lease activities. Russia is getting war material 
on credit from U.S.4. Colonel Knox has revealed that the American Navy is convoy- 
ing lend-lease goods for Britain. Petrol is being rationed in U.S.A. because 
transfer of tankers to Britain has depleted the flect supplying the Eastern Coast 
from Gulf ports, American ships are taking over routes in non-combat zones to 
release British and Allicd vessels for the Atlantic route, 


INTERNATIONAL There has been no change in the rate of exchange of sterling in 
RRENCY the open market in New York. The quotation in recent weeks was 
RELATIONSHIPS. 4.035 and is on parity with the official rate in London, The 
amount of sterling that can be offcred in this market is very small 
owing to the very close control exercised over the transfer of British funds 
abroad by the British Treasury. 


WOOL. From July 1 to Sept. 18,19.1 the quantity of wool received in Sydney was 
116,333 bales and 249,916 bales had been appraised, In the corresponding period 
of last season receipts were ).58,9).3 bales and the quantity dealt with 227,808 
bales. About 83,870 bales are catalogued for appraisement in N.S.W. (Sydney 
Neweastle and Goulburn) before Christmas. The cstimte of the N.S.W. 49).0-1,.4 
clip has now been increased from 518 m. to 533 m. lb. comparing with the record 
clip of 546 m 1b. in 1939-40. 


The "Zone system" which provides allocations of "free" wools to meet special 
demands such as those of the United States will comprise 200,000 bales to be 
appraised in Sydney before Christmas. 


It is understood that a substantial increase has been made in the British home 
civilian wool ration. As Government orders appear, for the time, to be ona 
lower scale, this will help keep mills active as well as provide necessary warm 

- textiles for the winter. 


It is reported that the British Governnent has sent substantial quantities of 
wool to Russia. Any demand from that source will contribute to modify the stocks 
which will be carricd over into the post-war period. However, United States 
consumption appears likely to be a very important factor in limiting the 
accumulation. Imports in Jan.-May, 194.1 (155 mlb., clean scoured) were greatest 
since 1923 and of 162.7 m.1lb. estimted to have been used in Jan.-Apr., 191 
56 p.c. was imported, According to U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 23 mlb. of wool for 
the strategic reserve arrived in U.S.A. in March Or.,, 1941 and further shipments 
are afloat. The total quantity received was given on Sept. 17, 1941 as 
82,388,000 1b, American mills are busier than for many years and war and defence 
orders are likely to keep them so throughout the year, 


/THEAT oa e008 


4s Le 
PART I (Contimucd.) 


WHEAT. In other States harvest prospects are good but in N.S.W. wheat crops have 
grown with, in most areas, only intermittent light rains, and their future is 
dependent upon further rain being received at an carly date, Until saturating 

falls replenish subsoil moisture reserves yields will not be assured, 


Wheatgrowers in N.S.W. are now receiving final payments from the Cormonwealth 
drought relief grant of £320,000 in respect of the 1940-1 harvest. About 10, 000 
growers are affected and payments range downward from about 3s.6d, an acre in 
cases of total failure until on crops exceeding 7 bus. an acre, no payment is mde, 


Wheat futures in Chicago eascd about 2 cents a bushel over the past week but 
the quotation on Sept, 22 for the Dec. option at 1202 cents a bus. contrasted 
with that of 73% cents a bus. in Winnipeg, 


Prices in London are steady, 


The . local wheat market is quiet and business is restricted. to wheat for local 
flour and produce orders with occasional sales of wheat for gristing for export, 
The Wheat Board's quotations are unchanged. For silo wheat for local flour the 
price is 3s.11id. per bus. ex trucks, Sydney, Flour at wholesale in Sydney 
is steady at £12.13s. a ton including tax. 


PRICES OF WHEAT IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 
Shippers' offers to 1938-39.. Prices for wheat for local flour from Dec., 1939, 


Seasons enced November. August. 
We ealteues Neal ay cralercutn! a=, leah Soe os a ae ee ee sees 
Bulk Wheat, Av.1931-35. |1937. | 1939. [1940. | 1940. Dig TOURS 
Shillings and pence per bushel, 
Ex trucks, Sydney | 2 94 peo Re 3 104 | 3 414 3 112 
Equiv.ex farm at | | | rf : 
Countrysiding# | 2 4 de Be hati See We | nay * | 2 eal see 
1 i cs L = ee ee 
x Exclusive of bounty. ¢ Net equivalent of advances made to date. 


BUTTER. Last week's substantial falls in the Illawarra district have given promise 

of favourable spring conditions there but elsewhere dairying districts need rain 
badly. Substantial imports of butter from other States are necessary to satisfy 
local demand. The local wholesale price (unchanged) is 158s.8d. per cwt. 


One large North Coast butter factory has under consideration the expenditure 
of £50,000 to change over to cheese making. 


It is understood that the British Government will pay the same price as in 
19).0-41 for butter and an increascd price for cheese supplied from Australia 
in 19,14.2, but an official announcement has not yet been made, For butter the 
price in 190-1 was equivalent to 157se2d. (Aust, ) per cowie, fadob., Sycney. 
This compares with the average export parity of the mrket price in London in 
the years 1936837 to 1938-39 of 122s. (Aust.) per cwt, 


METALS, Prices of the principal commercial metals are withouw material change in 
~Tondon. In the open market silver has been steady at 1s,115d. an oz. and tin has 
fluctuated only slightly between £256 and £258 a ton over the past month or so. 

The wartime course of prices of these metals was: - 


y hu Sept. 22 
Jul Dec. Aug. Dec. jug. Sept. 22, 
1539. 7939. 4540 . | Tero, TSA. ont 
lame =2 S, ton 229.18 249 3 BROT 2D 20S CAO ad 256 8 
Silver d. oz. 16.95 23.26 23.26 23,01 2346 23.5 


Maximum prices of the British Ministry of Supply for other base metals (duty 
paid, delivered to buyer) in London are:- 


f Electrolytic Copper Lead. Spelter. 
7 £ 
Per ton £62 £25 £25,158. 
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PAR SE FINANCE AND TRADE. 


WHOLESALE TRADE, The value of sales as recorded under the Sales Tax Acts in N.S.¥ 
in June, 19.1 was 274 p.c. greater than in June, 19,0. In the half-year ended 
June the amount was 12.8 p.c. greater this year than in 19,0 and 17.4 pec. greater 
than in 1939. Higher prices have some part but heavier Government purchases of 
war goods is the major factor in the wartime increase. 


The returns cannot be used as a guide to movements in civilian consumption, 
It is known that in May and June, however, there was heavy buying pressure in 
retail shops and that in other directions (€.2- motor trade) official control 
affected the volume of business. 


Employment in wholesale firms with ten or more employees has increased a little 
during the war period but some part of this increase may be due to engagement of 
persons to replace employees retained on payrolls after enlistment for active 
service, A small decrease this jyoor from July to August wag the first for ‘the perid 
Since 1937. In these firms there were 26,222 employees in August, 1941 or 802 more 
than immediately before the war. 


WHOLESALE TRADE - NEW SOUTH WALES, 


ee Te = 
j Employment in Wholesale Firms 
sales by Registered Traders. | with Ten or More Employees, 
January Incr,over Jan, -June | i 
June. to June. | of Preceding year. June. July. August, 
apearay een oe wee 2 ae Ss = ee eel a 
£million &million Per cent, Persons Persons Persons. 
S258 9.61 58.91 (ant) eae (June, 1933 = 17,638) 
1938 14.98 Ob. 6.2 2.9 | 25, 212 253 169 25; 520 
1939 1h, 88 93.69 fer). 50.7 i2b ete 25, 356 25,20 
1910 | 17.07 97 Th Te) 25,871 25,891 2559 ch, 
495.1 > 21.76 1110.29 12.8 5 26,61 25 26, 299 26 1222 


Minus sign (-) denotes decrease. 


RETAIL TRADE. During May and June, 1941 the public made heavy demands upon retailers! 
stocks when official statements of the concentration of manufacturing capacity 
(in textiles, etc.) upon war orders led to fears of shortages of many goods. 
Sales increased in a group of large city shops in May by 2,.2 p.c. and in June 
by 38.4. pece in comparison with the corresponding month of 1940. In July, 1941, 
however the increase was 10.5 p.c. and of that increase a material part might 
be attributed to higher prices with the increase in Sales Tax a contributory 
element, 


Reduction of income tax instalments began again in August. But during the 
war period there has been a significant increase in incomes of consumers. 
Average weekly earnings of all persons (including females and juveniles) in firms 
with ten or more employees were 95s./d. in July, 1941 compared with ‘89s.7d. in 
July 1940 and 86s.7d. in July 1939. Beside this there is the great increase in 
the number of wage earners (see p. 5 ) Much purchasing power has been draym 
off in taxation and savings, but apparently further restrictions on spending will 
be necessary when civilian supplies are depleted by diversion of manufacturing 
capacity to war production, 


Employment in retail trade has increased appreciably during the war period 
except in country towns. In about 550 retail firms with ten or more employees 
there were 53,1.91 persons employed in August, 1941 - an increase of heh DeCe 
Since August, 1939. 


PART II (Contimed) 


EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL TRADE, NEW SOUTH WALES, 


| Total, N.S... 
Middle epee Pe ae stle | ae I 
Week of City. Suburbs. istrict. | Towns Number. Feces, 1B mths. 
fugust = = = ee Bai SONS i. 0 PTC ec 
Persons employod na firms with ton or more employees. 
1937 3-9 983 49,948. | 2 Bh 
1938 36,109 51,325 Pore) 
1959 36,136 


: | | 57,255 woe 70 
19),0 36, (06 or 51, 728 75 
194.4 | 38, 30h | | | 8, 53,491 4, (65 


Stocks in the group of city stores were 11.1 pec. greater in value in July, 191 
than a year before. Apparently shops were still able to replenish many lines as 
in March, April, May and June, 1941 stocks were respectively 0.1% above, 0.) and 
0.5 pec. below and 1.) p.c. above those of a year carlier, Employees in these 
shops numbered. ).,.2 p.c. more and the amount paid out in salaries and wages was 
11.4 p.c.s greater than in July, 1940, 


SAVINGS BANKS. In recent months depositors have made heavy additions to their 
accounts in savings banks and the amount on deposit at 31st August, 1921 
(639.72 m.) was easily a record. This is a reflection of the wartime increase in 
the mumber of wage-carners, higher wages rates, and full and overtime working, 
In August the excess of deposits over withdrawals (£1,194,000) was greatest of any 
month for at least seven years, and the mumber of open savings accounts increased 
by 11,491 A 


Beside this a considerable volume of small savings is being placed in War 
Savings Certificates - net sales of these in N.S.W. in Jan.—-July, 191.1 were 
&1, 700, 000, Increases in savings of these two eae in recent months were 2s 
follow: - 

Jen. Bob. Mer, Ape. May. June. July. Aug. Zug. 


Perinee Deposits ¢ £000,688 563 602 245 =886 165, 772. 419%. 4852 
Pacertit weaves! eye” P56" oT 79M ath | 459-300 392 299 (3002) (2,000) 
Be k2 BIT Woh -586 206 1071 (tug?) 6,852 


—e 


g Excess of deposits over withdrawals (includes interest - abt, £1.55 m. - added. 
in June). x& Purchases (at cos st) less repayments - figure for August only 
assumption. 


Movements in deposits and the number of open accounts in’ savings banks in recent 
years were as follow:- 


SAVINGS BANKS IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Deposit ors Balances. Increase in Deposits. Open Savings 
—. | a ree Accounts, 
July. August. In in yee 
eee. alt August. ended Aug. July. | August. 
~~~ g000 | £000 S000 £000 tuaeer mber (000) 
1937 81, 91.9 82, 229 280 iL ph9 1, 228 4,238 
1938 85,953 | 86,310 eo) hy OB 1,298 | 1,306 
1939 87, 201 86,957 (-) Ab 6.7 1,338 4,345 
191.0 82,135 | 83,074 939 (-)3,883 1,314 | 1,324 
194.1 88,522 | 89,717 | 31k 6, 64.2 ee ee reece 


Minus sign (-) denotes decrease. 
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PART ITI, INDUSTRIES, 


EMPLOYMENT, The record number of 912,158 persons were employed in N.S.W in the 
middle weekof.August,1941. This was 41,900 more than in Aug., 1940 
and 89,400 more than in the month before the outbreak of the war, Employment 
continues to expand although enlistments and absorption in war industries have cut 
deeply into actual and potential reserve sources of labour supply. The number of 
adult males registered as unemployed at State Labour exchanges was 
13,706 in August, 19H 
compared with 27,468 in August, 1940 
ard. 52,051. 2 : 19596 


The growth in employment from month to month and during selected periods was as 
follows:- 


ae ene — 


Aug. Mar, |Apr. | May. June | July. 


Incr, Year 


&éuUE. 
ended Aug, 


| 
| 
seen reba 


pine 3 oe | 
Persons in Employment in New South Wales - Thousands, 
i eee eS ea ME OR PE 
1938 808.8) 835.2] 835.8] 835.6) 839. 838.6 | 834.6 25,8 
1939 (a) 834.6 | 834.1] 837.7 836.2! 831.5 | 833.3 | 831.8 eet: 
194.0 Bsi6: S65. 7 852.1| 837.11 856.4 | 865.4 870, 3 38.6 
1944 (b) | 870,3 | 902.7] 902.1; 906.6] 908.7] HOA | 912.2 i129 
Incr, (a) | 
to (b) 35.7 | 68,6) GhAl (04! Tre2,|- 77a | Bah a 


gd Preceding year, 


Government munitions, aircraft, etc, factories have been expanded but the 
larger part of the war production programme is in the hands of private industry. 
The increase in employment is outstandingly in factories; much of that in "Govern- 
ment" is in this group, Wartime economic organisation (e.g, Wool Board, Wheat 
Board, etc.) as well as departmental and service activities and defence works, 
etc, have necessitated staff extensions, Details of employment by status of 
employer are 4s under; figures in parenthesis are year to year movements, 


PERSONS EMPLOYED IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Mid- Private Local Govern- State, Federal 411 
4ugust, Employment ment, Govt, Water Bd. etc, Factories. 
1938 684,897(24,138) 21,375(-1,736) 128, 300(3,400) 228,900 (9, 660) 
1939 680, 300(-4,597) 20,106(-1,269) 431,400(3,100) 228,700 (= 200) 
194.0 714, 688( 34,388) 18,338(-1,768) 137, 300(5, 900) 24.8, 300 eee 
4941 748,073(33, 385) 17,685(- 653) 146,400(9,100) 281,300 (33,000) 


Industrial development is examined in the next succeeding note, From July to 
august the only changes of note were a seasonal decrease in retail trade em)loyment 
and further progress in factories, (The figures for August, 1941 include as - 
employed over 5,000 coal mine and foundry employees idle owing to industrial 
disputes, ) Compared with the pre-war month (dug,, 1939) employment as a whole has 
increased 9,7 »).C. In factories alone the increase was 23,0 p.c. and additional 
handling and storage of primary products, and retention on payrolls of many employ- 
ees on active service are factors supplementary to buoyancy of business in the in- 
erease under "offices and commerce", The details, together with appropriate 
comperisons in concluding columns are as shown on following page:- 
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PART III (Continued, ) 


EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


<< 


PERSONS EMPLOYED IN MIDDLE WEEK OF - MOVEMENT , 
dug., | 4ug.,| dAug,,| July, Aug., aug., "4.0 Aug, '59 to 
eaane 1958s | 1959.) 1940. | 194 | 1.944 to dug. .| dug, "At, 
00d | 000 | 000 | 050 | 000 So ue 
411 Employment | Coal Osteo 872.01 DD lier Wage (+) 9.7 
Private " og | Ooee9 | 680.3) Tike? | 746.7) 748.1 | (+)10,0 
In all Factories* | 228.9 | 228.71 248,3| 278,7| 281.3 (+)23,0 
In Firms with : | 
Ten or More Emn-~ 
ployees: | 
Mines | 21.0 Ta 0 ame a 8 a | (-) 3.2 
Retail Trade Fae Atle Geyvd 56.3 5325 (+) 3.5 (+) 4.3 
Wholesale " | Es me: 25k Phyo! 26:51 26,2 (Petes +) 3.1 
Offices & Commerce] 26, 3 27et il? 2941-1 2839] 29:8 (+) 2.4 +)10,0 
Phas, c& Rd, | 
Transpt, alae BOT TNO iE ST Saye o (-) 0.9 | (+)<2.4 
Personal Services”) 28.7 Peo 2S) Mate SAO ig +) 5.8 
Other Industfies | 21.7 | 20.2) 20:4] 17.6] 17.9 -)12.3 -)14 04 
@ Includes working proprietors, % Includes hosyitals, professions, 


amusements, hotels, etc, 


Special informstion collected in respect of employment in the months May, 1938, 
July, 1940, Nov,, 1940 and June, 1941 showsthot in firms with ten or more taxable 
employees the ratio of males to females has not changed greatly though the increase 
in the female proportion was appreciable in most groups except factories. Proyor- 
tions were as follow:- 


MALES AND FEMALES EMPLOYED BY EMPLOYERS WITH TEN OR MORE TAXABLE EMPLOYEES, 


| | 
Wholesale Retail Commerce Factories |All other Total 


Trade, Trade, 
M, We M. Wat suis iD M. Te aN: Ine M, a 


Eroportion” (per) cent; of total in =grouwp, 


| 


May '38 Pos, §22,0.|/50.4 49.91. 76c  Slv6 | 73.8 74.9 28,1 
eee | fop6 23,4 150.6 49.4.) 73.7 26035) 73.5 1.7 28.3 
New, 40. | 76.3 O57 19,0, 51,0) 79.0 2A2| 7324 70,8 29,2 
June, "1 7502 Qo |G 4 5006) (5.7 2665) 7h. |7143 287 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. More persons were employed in factories in N.S.W. in 
August, 1941 than ever before, The number of 281,300 
was 52,600 (or 23 p.c.) greater than in Aug., 1939. This large war-time increase, 
which has raised the index number of factory employment 56 p.c. above the average 
for the best pre-depression yesr, is due primorily to the expansion of war indus- 
tries and of basic industries supplying them with materials, Trends in em)loyment 
in factories in N.S.W. were:- 
EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES IN N.S.W, 


June, dug., Aug., Aus, Mor. , : May, : July, Aug., i 
1.935 TOSS AAI “DRO 194.1 1941 1941 194.1 
Persons (000) Meet. 280g) 220.7 6248.5 209,58) 21252 27 CRT Zain 
Index No, 
1928-29 = 100 ile alee, 126 Ay 149 “lo 4 5k 156 


ae oy = s s 
wubject to revision, : 
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PART III. (Continued.) : 


The expyangion of war infustries, still proceeding, will tax the supply of skill- 
ed anid semi-skilled Labour, Up to the present the increase appears to have been 
drawn mainly from men, though very many women have entered industry during the war 
period, and future expansion will depend in increasing degree upon the training 
and employment of female labour, The proportions of male, female snd juvenile 
labour in N.S.W. factories with ten or more taxable employees at various recent 
dates as disclosed by wage tax returns were as follow:- 


ee an IN FACTORIES WITH TEN OR MORE TAXABLE EMPLOYEES, N.S.W. 


MALES | PEMALES 
a Oe 
21 years | Under | Males, 


& over, Zi) Sears) 


Total 
Females, 


21 years | Under 


& over’ | 24 years, 
4 oe 


| 
Pet = L 


Proportion (per cent,) of total number employed, 


L733 78 


May, 1938 56.92 i ae 86 


July, 194.0 Spee. ert). “Rogan 73.46 mls rei ° 

Nov,, 1940 | 57,22 | 15.9 73.13 13,46 26,87 

June, 1941 | 58.75 | 15.36 | Thee 11 13442 25,89 
pe eke ee | eee 


There have been industrial disputes which have delayed production in some war 
industries; stoppages in coal mines in the Maitland district and semongst iron 
moulders in foundries and textile workers have been overcome but assurance of 
industriel peace seems lacking. Lfforts ate to be made to obviate, as far as 
possible, the working of excessive overtime as recommended by the British Mission's 
reyort, 


Iron and steel production is being maintained at capacity levels, Textile and 
clothing and boot factories are working on large orders for the Empire Eastern 
Supply Group and for Australian defence requirements, The Government aero-engine 
and aircraft assembly factories are rapidly attaining full staffing, and other 
plants, both public and private, for munitions etc, manufacture are being extended, 
In factories with ten or more taxable employees employment increased.in every group 
shown below, The percentage compsrisons set at foot of the next table show that 
during the war period expansion has been proportionately greatest in the chemical, 
metals working and rubber industries - those most closely identified with war 
production - though many thousand employees have been added in textile, clothing 
and food factories to meet wartime demands, 


EMPLOYMGNT IN FACTORIES WITH TEN OR MORE EMPLOYEES, N.S.W. 


ihidaie weal Cement, Indus- Textiles | Food| Wood- Paper é.| 
of = Bricks, | Chemi- | trial and ; and |work-| Print- | Rubber 
? . . . E 
Glass cals metals | Clothing | | ing ing. | 
ow A feet, | Stor |b. = Sell ee an ee 
Number of persons employed - thousands. 

Aug., 1938 44,70. 16 6,68 | c64..57 GC 3lalD | Slot tl Vell) tents Ic 3.81 
He 1193 9\Ca) 14,50 |C 7.24 | C61.78 | G 36,96 | 27,96! 9,89| 414.81 ‘ 3, 68 
Ph aol 112.49 |C 8.62 | C70,85 | C 40,22 | 28595] 9,65] 14.58 jC 3.74 

June, 19h [13.07 |€ 9.48 | C88,03 C44.80 | 30870) VOR le tango c 4, 62 

July, : | 13.25 Hee Foes | C89, 31 C 41.9% | 30.79/10.98| 14.75 |C 4,60 

() ic -9 C 42.18 | 30,80/17,98} 14.79 [C460 
O4ke 12 | 10616) 16111,02K-)0,.14  |C25,00 
altos ea 0) eee: 


C, In terms of recommendations of the a ae Poinattes on Censorship 
and Statistics in Wartime, these figuresshould not be used for general 
yublication, 


Minus sign (me) denotes decrease, 
Many existing as well as newly established factories are engaged in war produc- 
tion while those serving civilian needs, and not given over to meeting war orders 


are working to provide sup plies in place of those cut off by import restrictions, 


/In forty.» -ie0e eee 
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In forty-two large factories goods sold in July, 1941 were about 50 p.c. greater 
in value than in the corresponding month in 1937, 1938 or 1939, These factories 
had 24,5 p.c. more employees and paid out 42.4 ».c. more in salaries and wages 
than in July, 1939. Sales in the seven months ended July were £21.22 m, in 1939, 
£23,92m, in 1940 and £28,7m, in 1941. 

Trends in manufacturing activity ere illustrated statistically as under:- 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES - NEV SOUTH WALES, 


&LL FACTORIES | FORTY-TWO LARGE HACTORIES 


&ugust Month of July 


January to July 
(Monthly Averages), 
EMPLOYMENT, 


| Wages | Wages 
Employ- | paid imploy-| paid 
ees, weekly ees weekly 
Av, 19%8-49= 000 £000] £000 000 £000 
480, 756 | | 
1937 219), 500 421 ere 87.1 {2,955 PES 84, 3 
1938 228, 900 eae Cie bo Dfpoe ly 2505 We 6 
1939 228, 700 | 426 "961 | 22.8 95.0 13,032 | 23.0 | 94.9 
49,0 24.8, 3004 137% | 32512 | On 1197.2 23,6 
49l4 281,300P-- | 156 [4,638 / 28.4 (135.3 Pie 


p Subject to revision, 


GaS AND ELECTRICITY. The amount of gas and electricity consumed in Sydney and 
suburbs continues to increase and in August, 1941 the index 

number was 51 p.c. above the pre-depression average and 11,9 p.c. higher than in 
August, 1939, The greater part of the latter increase is due to heavier demands 
of industry consequent upon the erection of new and extension of existing factories 
and widespread institution of two or more shifts, Over the longer term other 
factors are the growth of population, extension of services and technical progress, 
Index numbers illustrating trends in consumption are:- 


INDEX OF CONSUMPTION OF G&S AND ELECTRICITY - SYDNEY, 


1929 1932 dee Be nee sli & 


—— — ee 


194.0 19k 


eel 


Index numbers - Average, 1929-31 = 100. 


Month of August 106 ou 120 128 435 ADT 454 
Calendar Year 405 96 449 eS 451 435 - 


BUILDING PERMITS - MBTROPOLIS. 


NOTE: Government buildings are not included in building permits, 
Permits were £974,000 in Aug., 1941, Private building ap ears 
active and roughly midway between the 1940 and 1938 levels, 

There is a good deal of public building. Types other than houses, 
flats and factory premises heve decreased greatly. Housebuilding 
4s at a record level, Greater control has been tsken over f1s8t 
building. Dwellings proposed in Jon,-dug., numbered 7,197 ‘this 
year; 2,201 more than in 1940 but 4,155 Less. than ant 19395 


Buildings of a value of £974,009 were covered by permits granted in Sydney und 
suburbs in August, 1941, This was £148,000 more then =n Aug,, 494.0 but otherwise 
was the lowest August total since 4936, The seasonal. decrease from the high level 
of the preceding quarter appeared ereater this yeer than is usual but short term 
movements afford little guide to trends. Private building activity remains con- 

-Siderable, but the following. figures imply 9 decrease of about 20 per cent, in 
comparison with the post-depression peak level in A D385 


/Jen. eeeooseeoone 


PaRT III, (Continued. ) 
Jan, Feb. Mar, Apr, May. June July Aug. Jan, ~Aug. 


Value of private building permits granted - £ thousand, 


1938 905 899 “45303 «= APebe tee 4 TO” at 1, Zee ere 
(ee, 86k gd 295 93{ 15028. 14.270 4,522 1,209 perme 
194.0 699 pels) 870 1,044 79 959 1,048 956 7,307 
1944 696 804. 857 775. 1,078 1,382" 2257 Se Ge 


Even with the addition of much public building (for defence, etc, puryoses) the 
value of buildings undertaken in recent months does not reach the level of 1938, In 
point of volume the comparison is affected by the increase in building costs (of 
about 15 per cent,?) during the past three years, 


METROPOLIS MONTH OF AUGUST JANUARY -<AUGUST 
O50) ky ~). 4 or 194.0 1944 

Public Buildings £000 418 53 135 51.6 1569 
Private : £000 4209 956 974, 7307 7805 
TOTAL £000 1627. 1009. _1109 7853 9374. 


Building activity in the City was already decreasing before the war, Restrictias 
under Building Control Regulations have accentuated that trend, In the suburbs, 
however, permits granted this year were comparable in value with those in other 
recent years:- 


CITY BUILDING PERMITS, (£000 SUBURBAN BUILDING PERMITS (£00). 
T9357 1258 1932 Ako AML 1338: 1237 a 
August 156 141 426° V2. 10 6935 » 1067 “1061 832 964, 
Jan,—~whug, 1686 2340 1354 848 398 5296 7398 7462 6459  7h07 


Latterly there has been a very marked increase in permits’ for houses and flats, 
but in &ugust the increase compared with August, 1940 was not as great as the year 
to year movement in preceding months, Decreases were shown for all other classes, 
Comparative details are appended. Particulars for the eight months ended August 
reveal the same tendencies - a high level of house, flat and factory construction, 
and decreasing activity in erection of other (mainly non-essential or deferable) 
kinds of building, 


VasLUE OF PRIVATE BUILDING PERMITS GRANTED - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS, 
Iricludes Alterations, etc, as well as New Buildings, Excludes Gov't, Buildings, 


Houses | 


Sy Hotels, Factor- | Offices, 
Period, Brick | Wood, Flats| Guest Shops ies Theatres, Total 
etc, | Fibro, (a) Houses | (b) (c), ete, te 

£000 | £000 £000 | £000 £000 £000 £000 £000 

August, 1938 494 95 360 28 19 64 148 4292 

1959 4.90 97 276 7 403 134 96 4209 

49.0 158 72 183 36 21 106 80 956 

June, 191 655] 130 345 us 3 146 62 1 382 

Se A ald Be 41645 41K, A, Weer nae es hé 4239 

August, " 509 433 204 4 1h. 88 25 974. 

Jan, -Aug, 1938 34.23 D7 230 417 TD 686 4849 9738 

" "49391 .3496} 684] 2488 313 375 985 1075 881 6 

‘ 4 94,0 Bo 662 44,25 495 226 635 709 Fa0f 

a 1 94.4 4.036 655 12g 38 466 AD 4.06 7805 
Movement: 8 ; ‘ oi 

mths,1939 }+26.3% | -4,2%|-21.0% | -87.96 | -55.74 -21.3% | -62,2% ~11. 576 


He. 1 Shale I S 


Includes (a) conversions to flats (b) shops with dwellings and (c) public garages. 


JOURS eres cee 
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Since Dec, 5, 1941 official sanction has been required for erection of any 
factory building of a value exceeding £3,000 and the National Security (Capital 
Issues) Regulations preclude investment in non-essential manufacturing enterprises, 
Hence the large amount cf factory building being undertaken can be regarded as 
associated with and a portent of rapidly expanding war industries, 


‘VALUE OF PERMITS TO ERECT, ADD TO OR ALTER FACTORIES - METROPOLIS, 


Sept. Qr. Dec, Qr, Mar, Qr. Apr. May. June. July, Aug. 


1938 & '39 £000 196 139 336 132 116 oy 14.6 132 
1939 & 110. . .* 358 2h, 209 64, 6h, 104 62 106 
19U.0-8, "44 * 2g) 454 204 rai 58 14.6 196 88 


DWELLINGS. Under new regulations made this month the Commonwealth Treasurer's con- 
—~-~—-~=sent is required for thé erection of any dwelling containing more than 
two flats even if the estimated cost is less than £3,000, 


In the metropolis in August, there were 979 net additional dwellings proposed in 
1941 compared with 820 in 1940 and 1,051 in 1939, There were more houses than in 
August. of any year since 1937,~but- only in 1940 were flat dwellings fewer in number, 


The number of dwellings ofall kinds proposed in the eight months ended August, 
(7,197 this year) was 20 per cent, greater than in 1940 but 13.7 per cent. below 
the number in the pyost-depression peak year, 1938, Comparative details are as 
follow:- 


DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN PRIVATE BUILDING PERMITS - METROPOLIS, 


BIGHT MONTHS ENDED AUGUST. 


| ovement, 
TYPE Of DWELLING, shee) | se) 0 MG as ae 1939 46 
| 19UA 
of Dwelling Units | per cent, 
Houses =-Brick, etc: 3288 ZO 2873 3530 + 16,0 
-' Wood, fibro | +2 685 4421 | 4238 44.03 967 - 21.9 
Total - Houses | 2965} “4409 |. 4282 BORO! te f + 5,0 
Flats - In new buildings | 2015 3718 2963 1986 2681 - 9,5 
In converted " 328 298 245 183 4.02 - 52,1 
With shops, hotels, etc. ee 135 ey 77 60 - 56.2 
Total ~ Flats, ete, [2435 hah Dale 22,6 284.3 ~ hee 
Grand Total | 54.00 8560 75o5 6222 734.0 - 3.4 
Less Demolitions & Conversio 296 230 229 226 14.3 ae 
Net Additional Dwellings | 5104 | 8330 | 7366 | 5996 ng | =~ 249 


The annusl equivalent of the number of dwellings proposed in the first eight 
months of this year (10, 795) is greater than the actual number of dwelling units 
proposed in any of the past twelve years with the one exception of 1938 \11, 853 
dwellings), It is not sufficiently great, however, to contribute materially in 
overtaking the under-building of housing in the depression years, The course of 
residential building since 1929 was as follows:- 


/ NUWIWa-5 = oyes!s ee 
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NUMBER OF DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN PRIVATE BUILDING PERMITS - METROPOLIS, 


a 3 | 


Individual Houses |7, 095 6,342 | 5,847 | 5, 706 
Flats, with 


Av, 1930-3 


3,976 


shops, etc, 4,290 14,135 2,246 2,843 
Net Total (Demo- 

litions and 

Conversions 

deducted) 4,853 | 9,822 | 9,557 | 5,996 7,197 


WIRELESS LICENSES, There were 498,073 Broadcast Listeners' Licenses in force in 
N.S.W. on 31st August, 1941. This was 22,302 more than in 
August, 1940, but the increase of 3,169 during the month wes the first of signifi- 
carice sinceapril, 4 9¢1.. There are approximately 18 licenses current for each 100 
persons in the State and consequently further large increases are not to be expected, 
Particulars of licenses current and of increases from year to year are ap ended:- 


BROADCAST LISTENERS! LICENSES IN FORCE IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 
(Including Australisn Capital Territory). 


1232 1934. We 1a 194.9 19441 


aN 
& 

ON 

= 


Number of Licenses - Thousands, 


Current at 


31st August, 184.61 24305. 32702. Ain? 431.0 47587 eee 


Increase in year 


ended August 2767 61.8 45.6 dd 16,3 bbyd 223 


